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Newspapers of the 1880s printed drawings depicting scenes of the final
days of the feud that raged for t hree years in Rowan County. The

buildings pictured were located in
e main business district of
Morehead where the climactic shootout ok place.
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A weathered headstone in the Tolliver family cemetery in Elliott
County marks the grave of Craig Tolliver, who died in the Rowan
County feud's final Shootout.
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Monday malks centennial of final gunfight
in 3-year-Io g Martin-Tolliver-Logan feud
MT. STERLING - June 22, 1887 - (SpfCial)
- The incidents of today in Rowan cOUI;tv will
be long remembered above all others b its
inhabitants, and will form in the state's hf ory
a Rage of s ec 'a1 '
s
thQSe..JV~p ·' mtr

claimed that John Day killed him, and the
Tollivers claimed John Martin had fired the
fatal shot.
In December of the same year, John Martin
and Floyd Tolliver met !.,gain, t~~ time J in the

i

murder.
The two boys accused were killed as authorities attempted to arrest them. Craig Tolliver
then sent a message to D.E. "Boone" Logan, a
cousin to the two), that he should leave the
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conflict and internecine war, for whi ch many
months have kept the people of that section in
an almost constant state of terr or and alarm.
- The Louisville Courier-Journal, June 23, 1887.

•
By VIRGINIA A. WHITE

Indepen~ent News Writer

Independent -

Virginia A. White

The death of Solomon Bradley, bu r ied in Lee Cemetery in Morehead, touched off the Rowan County war. Bradley was killed by a
stray bullet in a shootout on Election Day in August 1884.

MOREHEAD - A century ago Monday, one
final gun battle on a Morehead street ended a
three-year conflict that earned the county the
name "Bloody Rowan" and eventually claimed
the lives of 20 men.
The clash was the Martin-Tolliver-Logan feud,
named after three of the principal families
involved. Like man) of the feuds that marked
post-Civil War Kentucky, it began with an election day fight.
"It was political," said Juanita Blair.
Ms. Blair and Fred Brown, both of Morehead,
collaborated on a book "Days or Anger, Days of
Tears," giving a complete account of the Rowan
County war.
They published the volume in 1984, the 100th
anniversary year of the feud's beginning.
In August 1884, Cook Humphrey, a Republican, and Sam Gooden, a Democrat, hooked
up in a bitter campaign for county sheriff.
On Election Day the hard feelings flared into
a fist fight and John Martin, member of a
Republican family, was struck. He argued that
John Day and Floyd Tolliver, a Democrat, were
responsible.
Guns were drawn and shots were fired. An
innocent bystander, Solomon Bradley, was
killed.
Humphrey was later declared winner of the
sheriff's election.
it wasn't clear who was responsible for shooting Bradley. According to an account in the
Courier-Journal soon afterward, the Martins

-Ag~i~'har~hV ;~;d;'we;~v~~'~h~~g;d"~"'n~'d~-gun-s-v-'-c-oUJits, Boone Log .-~' had -t~ied-{;r~ain n~u

were drawn. Martin shot Tolliver. As he was
dying, Tolliver called on his family to avenge
his death.
The lines between the factions were now
drawn. Martin gave himself up to authorities,
and to protect him from the Tolliver family, he
was taken to the Winchester jail, 50 miles west
of Morehead.
Six days later a group of five men arrived at
the jail with a false order demanding Martin's
release to their custody. Martin was taken onto
a train headed for the Rowan County community of Farmers.
Entering the Farmers' station, he was shot to
death by several masked men who had boarded
as the train came to a stop there.
Throughout the following months, more assassinations and fights followed, initiated by
both sides. None of the killers were prosecuted;
twice the state militia was ordered into the
community to keep peace.
There were few who were not allied with one
side or the other. Newspaper accounts of that
time said that during the three years of the
conflict Morehead's population of 700 dropped
by half, as many people fled the bloodsned.
"It was all stratas involved," both Blair and
Brown say of the factions. County officials,
attorneys and farmers all picked their side in
the conflict. The Logan family also became
involved against the Tollivers.
Early in the feud, Craig Tolliver, a brother to
the slain Floyd Tolliver, emerged as his faction's leader.
In March of 1887, Tolliver was elected police
judge of Morehead.
At the request of a neighbor of some of the
Logans, he issued warrants for two members of
the Logan family for conspiracy to commit

tral.
Not interested in moving, Boone organized
citizens league, which fought the final battle
with members of the Tolliver family.
Logan went to Frankfort and asked then-Gov .
J. Proctor Knott to provide guns for the league
to restore order. Knott refused the guns, but
offered his encouragement and told Logan to
smash every bottle of whisky in the town.
As with other conflicts of the time, liquor was
often blamed as a contributing factor.
Logan then went to pncinnati, .where he purchased several hundred dollars worth of rifles,
handguns and ammunition.
Logan returned and those -opposed to the
Tollivers organized. Warrants were issued
against Craig Tolliver and his family for theili
part in the deaths of the two Logan boys.
On the morning of June 22, 1887, Boone Logan
and a group of his allies waited near the railroad depot in Morehead.
The members of the Tolliver group were
surprised and not prepared for the gun battle.
But for more than two hours they held their
enemies at bay from the Central Hotel, where
the Tollivers had fled for cover.
After calling for the Tollivers to surrender
and be arrested, members of the citizen's
league set the hotel on fire.
Several historical and newspaper accounts
say that Craig Tolliver pulled off his boots,
saying he intended to disappoint those who had
said he would die with them on. He walked into
the street and was shot down.
Brothers Bud and Jay Tolliver, Craig's cousins, were also killed in the shootouL
All that remains of that scene on First Street
is the Morehead depot and a vacant building
that once was a hotel. But the feud itself ranks
as one of the most famous in Kentucky history
and has been i~ortalized in bal!ad and print.

Authors of history book reveal
number of ironies~ coincidences
Ms. Blair is distantly related to
the Tollivers, Brown to the Logan
MOREHEAD - There are a family.
The book records a part of
number of ironies and coincidences
that Juanita Blair and Fred Brown Rowan County hi~tory not often
like to point out about their co- discussed, both admit.
"There was a period there when
authorship of a book about Rowan
the state (General Assembly)
County's war.
First is the printing of the book threatened to dissolve the county
100 years after the three-year con- and people just didn't talk about it
(the feud )," Brown said.
flict ended.
In their research, however, they
Second, the first edition included
100 numbered copies to com- found many people in the area
memorate the centenniel of the curious about that chapter of local
1884-87 feud, also known as the ' history.
The conflict lasted three years
Martin-Tolliver-Logan feud.
Finally, both Ms. Blair and and grew out of a political dispute.
Brown seem to enjoy pointing out By the time the final battle was
they are distantly related to the fought, the death toll had risen to
families that made up the opposing 20.
The feud received front page
factions in the conflict.
"We used each other as sounding coverage in New York newspapers
boards," Ms. Blair said jokingly of of the 1880s and has since been the
anYI partisan feelings that might subject of numerous articles and
arise. ' .}
,.
books.
"
1<.
By VIRGINIA A. WHITE
Independent News Writer

The trouble is, say both authors,
many accounts give a stereotypical
view of the "feuding mountaineer"
and in some instances were historically inaccurate.
"There have been a few books
written about this part of county
history, but when you start going
tprough them, they're all written
like fiction and the names are all
confused," said Ms. Blair.
Their goal, said Brown, was to
put together an unbiased account.
Every item was documented.
Throughout the book, sources are
listed in footnotes.
While doing their research,
Brown said a few comments were
made that the subject was better
left alone.
Blair likes to clarify their intentions, saying the book was
meant as a historical record and
Turn to AUTHORS. Paa~ 46
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Juanita Blai r and Fred Brown, both of Morehead,
collaborated O'll Days of Anger, Days of Tears - an

Virginia A. White

account of the Rowan County feud. Both are related
r to families who wer e involved in the conflict.

,-The Sunday Independent, Ashland, Ky., June 21, 1987
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"orehead ' State University~s
)rigin ·linked to __fe~d~s end
By VIRGINIA A. WHITE
Independent News Writer

\10REHEAD - The Martinmver-Logan feud was one of the
)odiest inter-family struggles in
ea history, claiming some 20
es by the time it ended 100 years
Monday in a hail of bullets on a
rehead street.
ut the anniversary of the feud's
also marks the 100th birthday
the start of higher education in
stern Kentucky.
.
~s the dust settled from the
e~'s final shootout in June 1887,
~mbers of the state's Disciples of
lrist and Christian Church called
r establishment of a rmSSlOn
:hool at Morehead to calm the
~ea.

The school opened with the en)llment of one youngster on Oct. 3,
J87. Today that institution has ev!ved into a campus with more
lan 5,500 students - Morehead
tate University.
"The feud, though a sad event,
aspired others to bring the lighted
vay of learning and education to
~ astern Kentucky, to stop the
ighting" said George Young,
:ormer instructor of history at the
mivetsity.
Young, now retired" came to the
~ampus in the 1930s ~ ' "
',
The 'fighting in Rowan County in
the 1880s' attraCted national attentioh?l'.l1.e 'New, York ,Tune£ ran stories
of 'tHe conflict. on~severai
" ~ ~, ~pisodes
,,~ , ' . ", : 1
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The day after the final conbetween members of the
rolliver faction and their adrersaries led by Boone Logan, the
:ront pages of The Times and other
~ew York newspapers provided
letailed descriptions of the shootJUt.
Throughout the three-year peiod, editorials in The Louisville
~ourier-Journaf and The Times
~ondemned the violence in the

~rontation
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Frank Button helped establish
the mission school that eventually evolved into Morehead State
University. He was the first
president of Morehead State
Normal School.

rural Kentucky community.
As with other conflicts in Appalachia in that era, whisky, postCivil War politics and lack of educational opportunities were
blamed for the bloodshed.
The state militia came to Morehead twice during the three years
of the feud to quell the unrest. A
state legislative committee recommended dissolving the county
and reattaching its land area to,
Fleming ~nd Morgan counties,
from which it had been created in
1856.

While state officials were pondering a political solution, church
leaders prepared tq answer the violence with the opening of a mission school.
Several Christian Church leaders,
including William Temple Withers, ,
a former Confederate general from
Lexington, agreed to finance the
venture.
In the late summer or early fall
of 1887, Frank Button and his
mother, Phoebe, arrived to establish the mission school. Button
had recently graduated from Lexington's College of the Bible.
The mission school grew steadily
under Button's direction during the
next decade. In May 1899, the institution, by then called Morehead
Normal School, was chartered by
the state and given the authority to
confer high school diplomas. B~
1900, some 300 eastern Kentucky
teachers had already received
training at Morehead Normal.
By 1910, the enrollment had
grown to more than 500. In 1922, the
General Assembly, acting at the
prompting of Morehead residents
such as Allie Young who wanted a ""college for their town, designated
the school as Morehead State..
Normal School and Teachers College. Button was named president.
The acreage of the school was
growing along with its enrollment.
Thomas Hargis, a Morehead native
who became a judge in Louisville,
had donated land for the school's
first four-acre campus in 1890.
By 1900, the campus had grown
to more than 50 acres. That land is
still part of the MSU campus.
MSU is not unique in eastern
Kentucky in its evolutionary process. Pikeville College and Lees
Junior College in Jackson both
have their roots in mission schools.
Other academies and mission
schools were absorbed into public
school systems.

\uthors of history b o o k - - _ - - -_ _ _---'r
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Both Brown and Ms. Blair have
"All photos will be returned and
worked
on
other
projects.
Ms.
Blair
any
materials can be sent here, to
lot to point a finger at any; one
.is _current~:l:icompi~g ,~t~he~§~e~ij.v~P~io~n.~!i~~~~'~~~~
~~'
volume of ~ 15it!forlal IS ory of
ee, ore ea, she said.
Rowan County. She said she is
Brown, who manages an office
lelieved was right, adds Brown.
supply business, has an interest in
Ms. Blair said she has always looking for photos from the 1800s
photography and has had articles
oeen interested in local history. through the early part of this cenpublished in various magazines.
ury.
t
Since 1965, she has been doing research on the feud. She and Brown
actually began collaborating on the
idea of a book five years ago. Both
have an interest in history and genealogy.
The book has been through two
printings, both handled by Ms.
Blair's print shop, Pioneer Press.
All copies have been sold and
there is a waiting list of requests
for copies. If there's enough interest, a third edition may be in the
works.
In addition to the text on the
feud, the book , includes an extensive photo section and several
census listings from the late 1800s.
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